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In the kitchen, copper and black team
with linear elements for a look that’s
masculine yet warm




It’s common for a husband and wife to have distinctly different ideas of what
they want for their home - and, like so many other things in relationships, it’s really all
about compromise. That’s not to say compromise has to be disappointing; more often
than not, the compromise turns out to be the best possible solution. This proved to be
the case with a Mid-levels home designed by Chinc’s Workshop.

“The female owner wanted a Mediterranean style home, while the male owner
wanted something colonial,” explains Johnny Leung of Chinc’s Workshop, who spear-
headed the design process on this 1,750-sq-ft flat.

The couple’s backgrounds perhaps have something to do with it: she is Australian,
while he is from the Caribbean. “They have slightly different tastes,” admits Johnny. “It
took us a while to merge the two ideas together.”

In the end, the flat’s structure helped decide the final look and feel. “The ceiling
was too low to go for a colonial look,” explains the designer. “So I suggested more of a
cottage home, with coloured tiles and different colours in every room.”
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PREVIOUS PAGE

Taupe wallpaper and

a shaggy rug from
OVOhome warm up the
living room

THIS PAGE
Decorative tiles adorn
the balcony

OPPOSITE PAGE
The study, with its
plantation shutters and
ceiling-height books-
helves
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Plantation shutters enhance the
cottage vibe, making it cosy and inviting
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Johnny worked with wallpapers, giving each
of the rooms a tactile, intimate mood

THIS PAGE =RE In the kitchen, copper and black team with linear elements for a look that’s mascu-
I\;V:;;f:aé:;véfgovgzth ;2‘;’:&‘" g;;;gx—g line yet warm. Movir‘)g.on?o the dining room, you'll find wallpap‘er ina r.ich royal blue.
Global; each wallpaper is  fEBRAHAS: In the sitting area, Chinc’s Workshop used a velvety taupe that’s beautifully offset by
tactile for a cosy feel the smoky grey and hot pink cushions that dot the OVOhome sofa.

The master bedroom is decked out in warming shades of red, chosen to match the
OPPOSITE PAGE HEN A i )
The calm guest bedroom  BBRBNESE carmine OVO bed the homeowners already had. Meanwhile, the study - frequented

mainly by the man of the house - is something different. Here, the walls are decorated
with bronze and black patterned wallpaper from Printers Guild Productions at Goodrich
Global. “The homeowner really liked it, so he picked it as soon as we showed it to him,”
smiles Johnny, adding, “It looks very, very nice at night.”

Here in the study, plantation shutters enhance the cottage vibe, while ceiling-
height bookshelves envelop the room, making it cosy and inviting. These are apt words
to describe the whole home, which welcomes you in with open arms. It’s a supremely
livable space packed top to tail with charm - which, despite their initial difference of
opinion, is clearly what both homeowners wanted all along. //
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The brightly coloured tiles look like
they’re fresh off the boat from Spain

To fit with the cottage look, Johnny and his team incorporated wood paneling
on the ceiling. “The ceiling was special. It's white but we added that wooden cottage
feel with wood veneers,” says designer.

Chinc’s Workshop echoed this idea on the cabinetry in the living area, using the
same wood veneers, and topping the cabinets with brightly coloured tiles which look
like they're fresh off the boat from Spain, but actually come from the Philippines. Like-
wise, these tiles are repeated elsewhere in the home: on the balcony and in the master
bathroom, where Johnny combined them with a handmade steel basin from Thailand
for a comfortable atmosphere that’s a far ery from the cold, impersonal five-star look
favoured by many Hong Kong homes.

The tiles are mixed in with beige tiles, adding a dash of colour without overwhelm-
ing any of the spaces. Colour has been used cleverly elsewhere, too; Johnny applied dif-
ferent shades to the walls of each room of the house. He worked with wallpapers rather
than paint, giving each of the rooms a tactile, intimate mood.
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Dark blue wallpaper
gives the dining room an
air of sophistication; the
man of the house loves
the masculine kitchen

OPPOSITE PAGE
Decorative tiles line
one wall in the master
bathroom

THIS PAGE
Handmade steel basin
and beige tiles in the
master bathroom; chic
red walls in the master
bedroom
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